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[I urote this ſecon epiſtle to 7 = 


85 in the time of the perſecution. of the _ 
1 reign of the Roman Em. W 


wy 
7 
* * 2 3 
4 * 


peror Nero, and when he was himſelf a & 
priſoner at Rome, a had a near pro -” Þ —_— 

of ſuffering as a martyr, for his religion“. - = 
ia this mournful and diſ reſſing fituation, | * +00 3 8 | 
MS addreſſes this epiſtle to Timothy, He 1 
. had converted Timothy to the Chriſtian =_— 


121 tory of the ſtate of things when _ 
„ an wpitle was written, prefixed to his paraphraſe and - - = 


Me 
12 
* 


Kath he had appointe | 
cred office of an Evangeliſt, and bad im- 
parted to him the gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. 


5 


The apoſtle, therefore, may be conſider- 


ed in this epiſtle as giving his dying 


charge to his favourite diſciple, and de- 


him. The word, in the original, which 
is tranſlated Air up, ſignifies, properly, To 


blow up a fire to a more intenſe degree 
of heat: 80 that the meaning and im- 
5 port of the exhortation is, Cultivate and 
| , improve, to the beſt advantage, thę ſpi 
tüal gifts with which you are endowed; 
and exert all your facultics and talents to 
the utmoſt, in the faithful "diſcharge "of 
the duties of chat great office in Which 
vo are engaged. And, in the words of 
the text, he enforces the exhortation' from 


a gonſideration taken from the nature and 


SEO genius of Chriſtianity itſelf: verſe 5 
| = "M *For 5 od hath not 2 us the | 2 „ 
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volving upon him the work of . Soſpel 8 
before he left the world. £ _ "" by 
- I the verſe before the rext, he exhorts 2 
him to ſtir, up the gift of God that is in 


* 


E's * 25 


fear; bun power, and off ove, 


| N 4 a" ſound mind.“ That is, God * | 
$ ſtians the ſpirit of timi- | 


not given us Ch 
dity and cowardice, of ſelfiſhneſs and 


E ; —_— and folly ; but he hath 


rage, of en and 1 of rr 


oY N and ſobriety of mind 


Ir appears from the verſe a an text, 


"abs from many other paſſages in this ex 


piſtle, that the apoſtle had full in his eye; 
thoſe labours, hardſhips, and ſufferings, 


which he foreſaw Timothy would * 


called to endure i in the courſe of his mi- 


1 And, in this view, he . 5 
him to prepare and fortify himſelf for 

thoſe exertions of courage and zeal, and yy 
for the exerciſe of that prudence and dif: 
cretion, 5 for which he would have frequent 


occaſion in thoſe circumſtances of per- 


| Hin danger, and diſtreſs, i in which he oy 


- would find himſelf involved: And, at the 


fame time, he aſſures him that the ſpirit i 


of the goſpel would enable him to ſuffer 


8 WS: Date under aw with : 


. ; 1 2 eie of. TG 
: wiſdom, which becomes one Who is per- 
ſiecuted for righteouſneſs ſake. 
I,rx is hoped, it will not be unſuitable to 
IE the deſign of this aſſembly, to offer ſome 
_ obſeryations. tending to illuſtrate ang 
confirm the aſſertions in the text, with OY 0 * ©] 
view to diſplay the excellency of the go- 5. 7 
ſpel as the ſpirit of power, of love, and 
„ e {ſound mind. We mall eder nog 
of theſe i as their ord 
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Fiksr, Chriſtianity is. the kit of : 
3D power, or of courage and firmneſs, in . 
. 2 to Srl and  irpeſolution Q of | 
3 Along the many other — ao 
15 1 which have been brought againſt 
35 Chriſtianity, it bas been accuſed of in- 
ah culcating ſervitude and dependence. A 1 

very celebrated author, who, in other 

parts of his works, appears to be a a 10 5 
* of the morality of the golpel, "and. 

an ad nirer of the character of its great i 
Founder, has expreſsly aſſerted, "That 
5 the he Jpirit of the TYP” 17 Hensel to = 


rants; 3 | 


L 3 Þ 
rants; ond that: true Chriſtians as are 


for fl 


at the ſame time, it enervates their cou» 


e and ae them. * mean n 


7 Qaviſh obedience. S neat 


| 2 I anſwer to theſe, and other accu 

5 tions of the like nature, let it be obſerved, 5 

in the firſt place, That, if we may form 

a judgment of the ſpirit of Chriſtianity | 

" Fro the ſpirit of its author, we muſt ac- 

| _ knowlelgs it to be a ſpirit of courage and 

| boldneſs, and' not of fearfulneſs and ti- 
midity. For it appears, in the moſt in 

cConteſtible manner, from the whole hi- 

ſtory of gur Sayiour's life, that, While he 


ſupported the beſt of all cauſes, he ſet 


himſelf, though ſingle, i in a moſt intrepid 
manner, in oppoſition to a whole nation: 
And he perſevered in doing chis, though he 6 
bad a x Clear 8 that his: "ws 10 | 
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2 lenken an comer, Book 4. cap. 3. 


e ®, And ſeveral other writers, 
though they admit that the Chriſtian reli- 
gion ſoftens and ſweetens the temper and 
manners of mankind; yet alledge, that, 


© 
5 


5 
would bring him to certain death, and to 
a death too of the moſt formidable kind. 

It is hard to ſay, what compleat nne | 
18, if this is not àn inſtance of it. 
"Hrs firſt diſciples, in like manner, diſ- 
erode e ſpirit of che moſt active and de- 
termined courage. We read, in 1 
fourth chapter of the Acts of the Apoſtles, 
that when the Jewiſh Sanhedrim, the wy 
' ſupreme council of the nation, called the d 
Apoſtles Peter and John, before them, 


- and commanded them, verſe 18. fon Not to 


| 4 anſwrered, and ſaid unto them, W 


teach in the name of ſus; v.19. hrs i | 


+ ther is it right in the ſight of God, to 
* hearken unto you more than unto God, 


judge ye; for we cannot but peak the 


things we have ſeen and heard: And 
they accordingly went out from the coun- 


* * 


cCil, and preached the goſpel with all bold 
neſs. And we read in the ſame chapter, | 
that even their enemies were ſtruck with 
admiration Then they beheld the firm. 
| neſs. of their reſolution : : verſe "= 7 When . 


. the members of the council ſaw the 5 
. e boldneſs 


4 boldneſs of Saws and | Jobs, and per- 
E ceived that they were unlearned and 
RP.” 5 men, they marvelled; and they 


took knowledge of them, that they had 


been with Jeſus; that is, they per- 
e coiged they had learned. Hands. and in- 
. ee in his ſchool. 8 
IIe your time would W 8 us to trace 
3 the nn | of Chriſtianity as it appeared in 
the primitive Chriſtians, we ſhould find 
that perſons of all ranks, ſexes, and ages, 
ſhewed ſuch. an unſhaken firmneſs, and 
| fortitude, under the ſevereſt trials, even 
death itſelf, as filled their very enemies 


Ix is worthy of obſervation, in che fe- 
cond place, That, if we may judge of the 
ſpirit of the goſpel from the ſtrain of its 


precepts, we muſt alſo conclude it to be 


a ſpirit of reſolution and fortitude. The 
Ne Teſtament abounds with the warm- 

| © eſt. exhortations to Chriſtians to exert 
the utmoſt firmneſs in withſtanding the 


temptations and encountering the dan- 
On” to which ter may be expoſed. 


Thus, 


Thus, 1. Corinth. 8. 13. *Stand faſt,” 
| ba 4h the apoſtle, © quit ye like on, 
and be ſtrong. And in the epiſtle to the 
Eph. chap. vi. from the Toth- to the 19th 
verſe, Be ſtrong in the Lord, and the 
e power of his might; put on the whole 
e armour of God, that ye may be able to 


et ſtand againſt the wiles of the devil.“ 15 5 2 


And further, it deſerves our particular at. 
tention, that theſe exhortations are often 
enforced with motives taken from the pe- 
euliar doctrines of the goſpel: As for in- 
ſtance, in the 1 5th chapter of the | firf 
pie: to the Corinthians, the apoſtle, 
_ after a moſt ſublime and animating de- 
MP ription of the glory of the refurrection- 
ſtate, concludes with a pathetic exhorta- 
tion to immoveable firmneſs in every 
en work: Therefore, ſays he, Be ſted- 
* faſt and immoveable, always abound- 
Ang in the work of the Lord, foraſmuch 
as you know that den labour i not in 
' vain T ( 
eee to reſt Wr eto four 
| holy ti from the impunatten of © 4 
)))) Rs =» 


1 
mean and ſlaviſh ſpirit, merely on che 
precepts of it, or on the example of its 
great Author and his firſt followers, let it 
be obſerved, in the third place, That the 
unfeigned belief and ſincere practice of the 
Cghriſlian religion has an obvious and 
manifeſt tendency to inſpire ſuch zeal 
and courage as will diſpoſe men to act 
with reſolution and © firmneſs in every 
worthy cauſe. This will appear very e- 
vidently, if we attend to the two following 
particulars: 1 9, That Chriſtianity i is the 
beſt preſervative from all thoſe things 
_ which damp the vigour of the mind, and 
enervate its active powers; and, 2dly, | 
That it fu pplies the moſt powerful incite- 
ments to act every worthy part in life, 
in the firmeſt and moſt vigorous man- 
ner. Now, there are three things which 
| chiefly check the vigour of the mind, and 
render it timid and irrefolute; and theſe 
are, conſciouſneſs of mean and guilty 
conduct, unmanly habits of indulgence 
in effeminate pleaſures, and a enn 
E's of 1 I 


% 


10 1 


Ix is not” ſurely neceſſary to ſpend 
time in ſhowing, that the firſt of theſe, 
conſciouſneſs of baſe and unworthy be- 
haviour, is an intimidating and difpirit- | 
ing thing: Every one knows, that guilt is 
in its own nature the ſource of ſelf-con-. 
demnation, and of dread of deferved pu- 
niſhment; that it naturally fills the coun- 
tenance with ſhame, and the heart with 
terror; and that, when the mind is un- 
der the influence of theſe enfeebling paſ- 
Gta; 3 it muſt be timid and dejeted, - and 
incapable either of forming, or of exe- 
cuting any manly and . worthy deſign, 
It is likewiſe obvious to every one, that 
thoſe who have imbibed the ſpirit ne. 
Chriſtianity, will be preſerved from thoſe 
preſumptuous fins. which ſtrike terror in- 
to the conſcience; and that they will have 
ſuch truſt in the promiſes of the goſpel 
for the parden of their involuntary fail- 
ings, as will--eſtabliſh them in peace of 
mind, and in the humble hope of the 
favour and acceptance of God. In this 
3 late E. _ ou will be. in 


n TACT * * * 
P ** e 3 
2 % N : 
r F * 
% * * , 
» 


FIX. 
fall polleſion of their active Swen — 
ready to exert them, whenever and where- 
ever duty calls. The experience of all 
ages verifies the obſervation of Solomon, 
That the wicked fly when no man pur- 

** ſueth ; but the righteous are bold as a 
2 lyon Rare 5} Don oak: 
AGAIN, That unmanly habits of in- 
2 in pleaſure ſoften and enervate 
men's minds, and make them fly from ; 
every ſcene where labour and fatigue; 
where activity or ' boldneſs are required, 
has ever been admitted as a certain 
truth, to which daily experience, and the 
hiſtory of all ages, bear teſtimony. But 
that all irregular indulgence! in plea- 
ſure is utterly inconſiſtent. with the ſpirit 
of Chriſtianity, is abundantly evident 
3 the whole tenor of the New: Teſta- 
ment. It commands us to be lovers o ' 
"Gd more than lovers of pleaſure; and to 
' ſet our affections on the things above, and 
not on the things on the earth. It every- 
where enjoins moderation and tempe- 5 
rance, and forbids, 1 in the moſt particu- 
"mw and in Re moſt awful manner, all 
excelles 


See. in . 3 of every 
kind. The Apoſtle, towards: che begin- 
| ning of the ſecond chapter of this epiſtle, 
exhorts Timothy in the moſt earneſt man- 
ner, to be ſtrong in the grace which is 
# in Chriſt Jeſus, and to endure hardſhip 
* as a good ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt.” The 
examples too which our holy religion ſets 
before us, are further proofs of the ſtand- 
ing oppoſition - betwixt - the ſpirit of 
2 Chriſtianity and every kind of mean and 
1nmanty indulgence: * I keep under my 
body, and bring it into ſubjection, ſays 
the Apoſtle; *left that by any means, 
' when IL have preached. RO g 
** ſhould be a caſt-away; 1 Cor. i ix. 27. 
Ax p- Taftly, Every one's atk exbort+ | 
ence. aſſures him, that nothing deadens 
| the active powers of the mind more ef- 
fetually, than a melancholy caſt of tem- 
per: For, when this diſpoſition becomes 
prevalent, it renders men timid and ap- 
prehenſive ts ehe n a8 unfits n 
more bor encountering, the. liff x 


5 1 
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1 
and dangers of any great or hazardous 
undertaking. It muſt be owned, that 
when this gloomy diſpoſition becomes a 
diſeaſe ſettled in the conſtitution, it is 
perhaps altogether incurable. But, ſo far 
as principles of reaſon, juſt ſentiments, 
and comfortable views can have any 
power to give relief, the religion of Je- 
ſus is the moſt effectual remedy, The doc · 
trines of che goſpel are admirably: adapts 
ed to eſtabliſh the heart in peace and joy. 
The views whäch it gives us of the per- 
fections and government of God in ge- 
neral, of the ſcheme of rede 
0 particular, of this ſtate's 
better one, and of the diſtreſſes of life, “a8 75 
© bringing forth the peaceable fruits ab 
* righteouſneſs, and working for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory, are like rays of light breakingthro? | 
a a thick gloom to chear and gladden the 5 
diſconſolate ſoul. When the real Chriſtian 
cContemplates the honourable relations 
in which he ſtands to his God and his 
ep and en, ö mixture of 
5 „% 86 n 


5 ** they had peace with God, through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and rejoiced in the | 
hope of the glory of God; and not on- 

iy ſo, but they gloried in tribulation? 
Rom. v. 1. 2. 3. Thus it appears, chat ” 
the ſpirit of Chriſtianity is the beſtiſecu- = 


A 


* 


"7 faith and kumitiry; he looks * 5 
to his eternal honours in the kingdom of 


heaven, he is inſpired with an elevation 


and gladneſs of heart, which diſſipates 
gloomy thoughts, and fits him for the 


worthieſt and moſt vigorous exerciſe of 
his active POWErs. This | joyous temper 8 


Chriſtians, believing, they rejoiced with 


c joy unſpeakable and full of glory; 
t, xviii. Being juſtified by faith, 


rity againſt thoſe things which are the 


chief obſtructions to the exertion of our 
powers with chearfulneſs and e to 5 
* beſt purpoſes of life and ſociety. | 


Bur the ſpirit of Chriſtianity. 01 | 
ih delivers the human mind from 
hole things which benumb its active 
40 and e it af its echten 


* 


. | i 


1 2 


and fortitude; but, (as was propoſed to be 
5 own 1 In the Second. place), it alſo ſup- p | 
plies the moſt powerful incitements 'that 
can be conceived to act every worthy and 


onourable part in life, however difficult 
or dangerous, in the moſt Wan and 
undaunted manner. 
IN order to illuſtrate and * this 


point, let us attend to the principles and 
motives by which Chriſtians ought. to 
be animated in the courſe o here lives 


and actions. 8 85 


H RE, it is . 2 5 ee 8 


| :mbibed the ſpirit of Chriſtianity, will 


have the warmeſt and ſtrongeſt ſenſe of ; 
the excellence of all the virtues of the 


| Chriſtian life, and the beſt affections 


to God and man. It will ſurely be ad- 
mitted, that all the virtues comprehend- L 
ed; inthe apoſtolical ſummary of Chriſtian 
moralicy, ** Whatſoever things are true, 
Ea rake things are honeſt, whatſoe- 
ver things are juſt, whatſoever things 
* are pure, whatſoever things are lovely, | 
« winner things are of good report,” | 


: are the Wiese of ſupreme affection, and 
| habitual 5 


6 * 
V — 
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habitual and delightful meditation, to 
every true Chriſtian; All who are juſtly in- 
titled to this character, contemplate theſe 


ee virtues in a variety of lights; 
fail to animate, to elevate, 
and ortify their minds in a very remark- | 
able manner. They always conceive. of 


them as ſupremely excellent in their own 
nature, as agreeable to the all- perfect 


will of God, and as of indiſpenſable and 


eternal obligation. They always live 
and act under the fulleſt and moſt de- 


lightful perſuaſion, that the exerciſe of | 
| theſe heavenly virtues not only conſti- 
tutes the chief perfection, happineſs, and 
glory of human nature, but alſo forms 


it into A reſemblance of the divine na- 


8 ture itſelf; and from this perſuaſion of 
the ſupreme dignity and excellence of 
7 theſe virtues, ardent deſires immedi- 
ately ſpring up, to be poſſeſſed of 
them to the higheſt degree that the 


nature and fituation of mankind i in this 


World are capable of: And theſe de- 
4 fires again immediately excite refolutions 


of 1 chem wich unvariable con- 
i "Oe. 


N : : 5 8 R : 4 
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Ak and of cultivating chem — CS 
utmoſt ardor and aſſiduity. . 3 
No , every one who has 3 4 00 '% 


- the finer and nobler workings, of che hue ES 


of God:cinipfiibe oc ties a warm 
love of that moral excellence, Which is : 3 
che chief glory of the divine nature itſelf, _— 
cearneſt breathings after nearer approaches? 
to the perfection of it, a lively 8 
duty, a full conviction; that the doing 5 
that duty is the will of God, and ſtrong 
impulſes of the friendly and public affec- 
tions, are, without all doubt, the moſt 1 
powerful and commanding principles in _— 
the human breaſt ; and when they unte 9 
their force, and operate with all their 7 3 
ſtrength, nothing can withſtand them Rl 
When we attend to what paſſes in life, 2 
we ſee the moſt convincing proofs” of ' 
this : For whenever a mind, under the = 
fluence of theſe | great principles, has its 
views fixed upon ſome great or 0 N 1 
end, in the proſecution of Which oppp⸗ . * 
pak e or 1 is foreſeon, 1 - 
2 | e E 5 1 
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[ 18 1 
nab Chriſtian labs" exerts rf N 


with its le ſtrength; and indeed, it 


becomes in a manner invincible, fo that 
hardly any difficulty or danger can ſtand 


before it. And we may eaſily conceive 
ho it ſhould be ſo, when we reflect upon 


the illuſtrious and mighty ſupports which 
it receives from the exerciſes of Chriſtian 
fairh and piety- The full aſſurance of 
divine approbation and aid, muſt ever? 


inſpire the ſoul with confidence and ala 


crity, in acting that part which truth 
and integrity require. It is impoſſible, e- 
ven in imagination, to conceive any thing 
better calculated for emboldening the 
human mind, and ſupporting its moſt 
determined reſolutions, than the firm per- 
ſuaſion that the divine ad niniſtration is 
ever on the ſide of righteouſneſs, and 
that the righteous man thall be moſt am- 
Ply and glorioully.. rewarded. for what- 


ever he may have ſuffered for his adhe- 


rence to it. When he looks foreward, 
and reflects upon his dignity as one of 


6c... 


60 *,ahe ſons of God; and that it . not 1 


* 
4 


I WF Cm 
yet appear what he ſhall be, and that 
„ when his Saviour appears, he ſhall aps 
© pear with him in glory, <3 he is not 
only encouraged to perſevere in his vintu- 
ous courſe, but he feels himſelf inſpired 
with a noble ambition to maintain a cha- 
racter ſuitable to ſuch an exalted relation, 4 
and ſuch glorious. hopes. Under the full 
influence of theſe animating views, all 
the clamour and evil ſpeaking, all the 
reproaches and unjuſt cenſures of the 
world, and even all the dangers that 
may threaten, will not diſcourage him, 
or make him deſiſt and give way., He 
* will wait patiently upon God, will com- 
mit his way to him, and triumph in 
ah certain proſpect, that God will bring 
forth his righteouſneſs as the light, 
and his judgement as the noon day!; 
Pi. xxxvii. g. 6. Being conſcious of his 
honeſt endeavours to do his duty, tho 
amidſt many weakneſſes and infirmities, 
he ſolaces himſelf. with the modeſt, but 
95 triumphant hope, thro the mercy af God : 
in Jeſus Chriſt, that all his good inten- 
tions, all * ſecret acts of goodneſs, Wl - - 
; | bis . 


-BY throne, even as he alſo -overcamie,- -and 


his filent ſufferings ail n and all 

his ſervices, are recorded, and ſhall be one 

day publiſhed, honoured, and rewarded, 
on che grandeſt of all theatres 

| aſſembled world. Theſe hopes chear and 

a gladden, ; and at the ſame time ftrength- 

en his heart, in the hour of danger, in the 


day of diſtreſs, and in the proſecution of 


every virtuous deſign. He has à firm re- 
Hance on the promiſes of the goſpel, that 


he ſhall be enabled to do all things 


through Chriſt ſtrengthening him; Phil. 


: 54 8. And that at laſt he ſhalt be a con- 


aueror, and more than a conqueror, and 
invited to ſit down with Jeſus on his 


is ſet _ with Fre: Father on h 
« throne? . 


No e reaindy un 


| that * thoſe noble principles of wgur: "of | 


(which? have both 


with * dase gierig motives,” 
juſt now been de- 
, ſeribed), are the fitteſt that can be con- 
_ ceived; to inſpire ſuch a ſerene and ſtea- 
* Fortitude, s as * eee 1 


= before an 


* 


„ 
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ficulty and danger, and even death itſelf, 
in the moſt undaunted manner. It is ex- 

c tremely obvious, that when the minds 
of Chriſtians are under the real dominion 
of theſe great principles of their religion, 
they are prepared to put in practice that 
magnanimous leſſon of their Great Ma- 

| ter, not to fear them that can kill the 

body, and after that have no more 
they can do; but to fear him, who af. 

a ter he hath killed the body, hath power 
to caſt both body and ſaul into hell-fire.” 
And wherever this ſuperiority to the fear 
of man and the fear of temporal evils 
and dangers flows from the principles of 
the goſpel, it will be accompanied with 
a noble freedom and indepe e of 
ſoul, that can never dwell with mean 
and flaviſh principles. Men, though 
in the loweſt ſtation of life, who have 
* ak ce gnity of human 
tres: which -digni: 15 TY will ' diſcover,” on 


* 


0 proper occaſions, a ſtrength and great- 
an: of * WER ny 3 them dif- 


* 4 
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E 
din every ding that approaches i in any 


= ogy to meanneſs, cowardice, or {laviſh 
fear. To all which we may add as ſuf- 


ficiently clear, without a particular illu- 
ſtration, that a courage derived from 
theſe principles and motives which have 
been deſcribed, will be more rational and 
vigorous, more firm and permanent, than 
that which flows 3 from animal 
ſpirits, from external accidents, from 
the love of glory, or from a what the world 
calls a ſenſe of honour. © 
Sou perhaps will . all 129 
has been ſaid, That ſuperſtitious notions 
of religion, and a fancied approbation of 


the Deity will excite ſome men to perpe - | 


trate the very worſt and vileſt actions, in as 
firm and undaunted a manner as the beſt 
Chriſtians can perform the worthieſt and 
nobleſt. To this it may be anſwered, f 
That it muſt be owned, that when, the je. 
minds of men are under the int tence 
of falſe opinions, which they conceive to 
be countenanced by heaven, they will 
be daring and intrepid to an amazing de- 
pre. But * falſe 8 ſome- 
times 


- 
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times 3 very great effects, i is no 
proof that juſt principles will not Pro-: 
duce equal or ſuperior ones, more n 
tainly and more uniformly... Beſides, to 
a diſcerning eye, there are marks Which 
diſtinguiſh thoſe acts of magnanimity and 
courage which are inſpired by the princt- 
ples of true religion, from thoſe, which 
proceed from the deluſions of ſuperſtition. | 
The former are calm and ſecene: The latter 
are fierce and turbulent. The firſt Ki 
are modeſt and unaffected: The ſecond 
are vain and oſtentatious. The one ſort, : 
ſpringing from an enlightened . under · 
ſtanding and a pure heart, leave behind | 
them a true peace of mind, which. can 
never be extinguiſhed or diminiſhed ; but 
the other ſort, proceeding from an under - 
ſtanding darkened by ſuperſtition or cor- - 
rupt paſſions, leave behind them only an 
ill grounded and deluſive ſatisfaction, 
which the firſt glimpſe of drurh au} 
Kinda and deſtroryr. | 
OrkExs, perhaps, will object to what 
bas * . Tho! the tendeney 


1 24 = 


Miniry i only to form men to a an of 
. paſſive courage or patience e under ſuffer- 
ings; but that it has no tendency to form 
chem to that active courage which di- 
ſhes the hero from the er 


That that e er zeal and Qivity 
which prompted the Apoſtle Paul, for in- 
ſtance, to ſpend thirty years in journeys by 
land, voyages by ſea, amidſt numberleſs 
difficulties, dangers, and ' ſufferings, to 
propagate Chriſtianity, would have ope- 
rated in the ſame manner, and excited to 
like indefatigable labours and efforts, 5 
Providence had called him to defend his 
country, to ſupport the” rights and privi- 5 
leges of mankind, or to proſecute. any 
other worthy undertaking. It ſeems na- 
tural to conceive, that a magnanimity and 
activity of mind, which were manifeſted 
in ſuch an uniform and conſpicuous man- 
ner through the whole of the Apoſtle's 
life, in promoting one great cauſe, would 
have diſplayed themſelves in a ſimilar 
way if 1 had been Os: *. o 
4 0 


ds 
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other important cauſe, which ' reaſon, 
religion, and the good of mankind e 
"oy and recommend. 
Your time will not permit me to 
5 N as a further anſwer to the objer- 
tion, That all the finer principles and 
affections of the human mind impell to 
action i in the moſt ſpontaneous manner, 
and even in face of oppoſition and dan- 
ger of the moſt formidable kind: That 
the goſpel ſtrengthens theſe natural Prin- 5 
ciples, and encourages the moſt active „ 
efforts in every worthy cauſe; and that 
it is only when ſufferings for a good 
cauſe cannot be avoided by rightesds 
means, that the «ng of the -golpel ma- 
nifeſts irſelF'ir in perfect works was) Ph | 
"IM tience.” 15 
Upon the | eos; from the view Gen 
Bath been given of the principles and 
precepts of Chriſtianity, and of the ſpi- 
rit of its great founder, we may conclude, 
that it is a ſpirit of power, and not of 1 


9 And, indeed, we may ſafely File. 
* the brighteſt” bee in antient or 


1 6 


modern times, to invent a ſyſtem of prin- 


ciples which ſhall be more adapted to in- 
ſpire magnanimity and courage of the 


moſt exalted kind. And, if it is impoſh- 


ble to deviſe any ſcheme which ſhall er 


: cell Chriſtianity in this reſpect, all the ac- 


cuſations of it, as encouraging a mean 


and daſtardly ſpirit, as promoting ſla- 


viſh principles of any kind, ſhould be 
contemned as alogether falſe and ground- 
leis. 3 75 r 
TRE power of —_— e, in giving the 
mot unnatural. turn to the plaineft things, 
is very ſurprifing. The author. 8 
in the beginning of this diſcourſe, in 
fame. chapter: which is there referred to, 
alledges, that the. true Chriſtian's faith 


of another world, and a better life, ex - 


tinguiſhes all concern in him for this 
7 reſent world, and this preſent life; or 
at leaſt, that it renders him incapable of 
any brave and courageous efforts to pre- 


ſerve or promote any advantages that 


relate only to ſuch a tranſitory ſtate. But 
he Bae no reaſon, that can convince 


any unprejudiced perſon, that a Chriſtian, 


8 though of the moſt elevated and heaven 


ly turn of mind, muſt have a leſs warm 
and delicate ſenſe of the liberties. or of | 
any of the juſt privileges of mankind, or 
muſt have leſs zeal for the intereſts of his 
country,” his family, or friends, merely 
on the account of his lively hopes of 
another and better life beyond the grave. 
Beſides, when we reflect that a main part 
of the duty of a Chriſtian, according to 
the principles of his religion, lies in do- 
ing good, in promoting the happineſs of 
others to the utmoſt of his power, it is 
not eaſy to conceive how his firm hopes 
of immortality ſhould render him indif- 
ferent to his duty, and incapable of all | 
vigorous and manly efforts to diſcharge 
it. It ſeems to be a more natural conclu- 
ſion, that the firm hopes of a future 


glorious life would animate the real 


Chriſtian to diſcharge his duty with the 
utmoſt faithfulneſs, and particularly, 
would diſpoſe him to labour with the 


n BORE to do good to his brethren : 
of 
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. of mankind , though it/ſhould 90 at tho 


expence of a tranſient and uncertain life, 
that is ſoon to be facceeded by a perma- 
nent and eternal one. That is certainly 
the doctrine of the goſpel, which declares, 


in the moſt expreſs manner, That Chri- 
ſtians ought to lay down their lives for 


the brethren;” 1. John i iii. 16, Such | 


* 


authors as throw out theſe and the like 
unjuſt reflections upon the Chriſtianreligi- 
on, are either totally unacquainted with 1 its 
native purity and excellence, as it lies 1 in 2 
the New Teſtament, or they are greatly 
deficient in that fairneſs and candour of | 


mind which ought to be a primary qua- 
lification in thoſe who aſſume to them- 
ſelves the office ot finſtruQtors ve the world 


at large. | 
Ac Arx, we may furthes infer, from 


the view which has been given of the 


principles of action recommended by the 


goſpel, that thoſe who profeſs themſelves | 


admirers of ma gnanimity, bravery, and 
that high order of virtues, ' ought to be 
conſiſtent with themſelves, and admire 


e 


Chriſtianity; which affords the. beſt ſup⸗ 


ports and the fineſt examples of them. 
And, if they would wiſh not merely to 


admire theſe ſhining virtues in ſpecula- d 
tion, but to practice them in real life, let 


chem lay open their minds to che full in- 
fluence of the ſpirit of the goſpel. Thoſe 
clear views of duty, and thoſe 


5 moſt efeQual means of form ; ng 
their minds to a firmneſs and fortitude 
of the moſt excellent kind.. 
To conclude, let all of us be careful to 
nouriſh our ſouls with the ſpirit of the 
goſpel; ſo chat, deriving ſtrength and vi- 
gour from it, we may, on all occaſions, 
exert true fortitude in reſiſting every 
thing that is evil, and cleaving to every 


thing that is good. Let us be ever on 
our guard to withſtand, in the moſt de- 


termined manner, every impulſe of un- | 


governed paſhon, every temptation to a 


g departure from that equity of diſpoſition, 
hat en of . that Purity of 


dean, 


4 


ang een motives to the l of | 
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heart, na that integrity of life, which 
becomes the diſciples of the Holy Jeſus: 
And, particularly, let us arm ourſelves ; 
with manly reſolution, | to deſpiſe. that 
ſcorn and ridicule which the vicious and 
unprincipled take a pleaſure in employ- 
ing to ſeduce the unguarded and unexpe- 
rienced into the ſnares of vice, or into a 
neglect and contempt of all religion. 
Wx ought always to remember, that 
though we are not called to the national 
| ſenate to ſhew our reſolution and firmneſs, _ 
in oppoſing public meaſures which we 
conceive hurtful to the ſtate, nor into the : 
field of battle to ügnalize our bravery, 
nor to the ſcaffold of martyrdom to prove 
our conſtancy and fortitude ; there. are 
abundance of other opportunities in the 
daily intercourſes of ſociety, and ordina- 
ry train of life, for the moſt important 
exertions of courage and manhood, Pri- 
vate and ordinary life is the field of . 
tle, where every Chriſtian is called to 
exerciſe his courage in fighting. _ 


2 . fight of taith,” 1 It is here we 
. mult 


a 


if 31 1 
muſt learn to conquer ourſtIves; and to 
eſtabliſh an empire in our own'boſoms, o- 
ver every mean, every ſenſual, ann 
and every worldly paſſion. The ries 
gained here, though concealed from the 
eyes of men, may be more ſignal and 
glorious in che ſight of God, than thoſe 
that are gained in the moſt confpicuous 
and moſt admired ſcenes of public life. 
The maxim of Solomon, That he that 
4, ruleth his'own' ſpirit, is mightier than 
* he that taketh a city,” is a fundamental 
maxim of all ſound philoſophy, as well as 
of Chriſtian morality. The conqueſt o- 
ver bad propenſities, inclinations, and ha- 
bits, is che firſt ſtep of the Chriſtian life. 
And, when this is obtained, the nobler 
principles of the heart will operate with 
eaſe and freedom, and diſplay their power 
 through'the various ſcenes of life, in the 

| ſtedfaſt proſecution of OY _— pip ac 

'ous-and-praiſe-worthy. ' 

BRETORE I proceed to the land * 
wh in the text, permit me to ſuggeſt, 
chat it particularly becomes thoſe who 


are e 85 the at * of 
- propagating Chriſtian knowledge, to exert 
themſelves, with vigour: in that honour- 
L able and important work. They, ought 
to ſuffer nothing to diſconcert or diſcou- 
rage them, but to animate one another 
from the encouraging conſideration in the 
text, That God hath not given Chriſtians 
the ſpirit of fear, but of power, and ſuffer 

a nothing to diſeoncert or diſcourage them: 

They may reſt fully aſſured, that the ſpirit 

| of that religion, w hich it is the end of their. 6 
aſſociation to promote, is the power of 
Kgod unto e to I one. way 

. irre nne ery Tang "4s 

= Afar Dt eee 

| A ee 

= | Alt e-wiſdon.-of Providence has : 

| 5 choſe to enlightenꝭ to ſanctify, to bleſs, 
e e mankind. mw," Ry lie, 

„ knowetk the Father ſave the Son, and 

„ he to whomſoever the Son will reveal 

* Ri He dhnother tihte, Re declare, in 

like manner, Fhat no man cometh to the E 

Father, but by him.“ And, on other oe- 


eafions, he aſſumes to himſelf the glorious _ 
1 character 85 


1 155 _ - C 
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character and office of being the light 
of the world.“ The hiſtory of the 
world for near e hundred years, 
confirms the truth of theſe declarations. 
For, in ſo far as any juſt and worthy i- 
deas of God, of Providence, of a future 
ſtate, and of pure morality, are yet to be 
f cqund among the nations of the world, 
they are derived from the goſpel of the 
Son of God. Even Mahometan coun- 
tries are no exception to this; for whate- 
ver is good and pure in that religion, is 
manifeſtly borrowed from the ſacred wri- 
tings of the Jews and Chriſtians; Now, 
from what is paſt, and from the predic- ; 
tions of ſcripture about what is to come, 
ve have reaſon to think, that the ſame | 
divine religion ſhall be the chief mean ; 
henceforward of ſpreading theſe; bleſſed 
_ doctrines, till the knowledge of God, and 
of Jeſus Chriſt his Son, cover the face of 
the whole earth. Government and laws, 
philoſophy and arts, may give their aid; 
- bug whe: Wit of Chriſtianity. mult be the 
r of all, other ” MEANS. 
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object of their aſſociation the propa 


That the 
grand ſcheme of Providence laid before 


: 1 


| neceſſary” ' kfiowlc dot 
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of PET ER and improvement... +No' 
ſtronger incitement ſurely can be given 
to a ſociety, which have choſen for the 


tion of the religion of Jeſus, than this, 
;AFE:* co-operating with the 


* foundation of the world to turn 
men from darkneſs unto light, and from | 
1 ſervice of ſin and eh to the ber- 

wic ofatbehiwing Gd, pres 


THE ſucceſs which this noble: kh = 
taking hath already had, and which ap- 


pears. to the conviction of every one, from 
cee 66 Sig AE ao _ 172, ; 


17270 e are inſtructed in 0 ng 


writing, and - arithmetic, muſt prove a 
new and powerful excitement to the So- 
iclelk to perſevere with zeal. and ala. 


crity in their labours of fob) i: bee 


Bs tERS theſe ſchools for acquiring a 
„there are twelve 
ſchogls om a ſe co! a patent, PETENY girls” 


i at 

py 
"A = 3 » 
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are mas trained 50 to indu try in 
mo . 
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ach kinds of work as are ſuited to their 
| ſex; and the condition of life for which 
they are deſigned. It may ſurely be ex- 
pected, that the view of theſe bleſſed ef- 
fects which this worthy inſtitution has 
already produced, and is daily producing, 
will excite and encourage all the true 
friends of religion and humanity, to con- 
tribute, every way in their power, to the 
ſupport and advancement of a deſign ſo 
manifeſty calculated to promote both the 
temporal good of ſociety, . No nn 
intereſts nn Oe? POS old is, 


4.4 } 1 5% I 
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| 545 * hs tis; of: ab anda 3 
- wo I proceed to conſider the ſecond in- 
gredient of the Chriſtian fpirit, mention- 
ed in the text, viz. the ſpirit of love. 
As love, in the New eee 5 
ſpoken of in general, uſually ſigniſies the 
love of our brethren; we ſhall, in "whats 
follows, principally treat of it in this ſenſe; 
fo By ſhewing that love, tenderneſs, 
and humanity, is moſt certainly the ge- 
nius of Chriſtianity; and, ſecond, By en- 
_ Aavauring to point out the excellency of 
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this ſpirit; in the degree and to the Ns" | 
tent in-which the goſpel * | en- 
Joins it. 5 
No w, the firſt of cheſs That ah . 

| of Chriſtianity is love, ſurely needs no 
long or laboured proof to a Chriſtian, au- 
dience. The primary doctrines of this 
religion are: That God is love, and 
dwells in love: — That the whole ſy- 
ſtem of his government is kind and be- 
nign: — That the ſcheme of redemption 
took its riſe from the original benignity 
and mercy of the Great Father of all 
That the Great Redeemer was animated 
with the ſame ſpirit of benignity and 
compaſſion in undertaking, and in execu- 
ting every ſtep of it: And that the con · 
ſummation of this glorious plan will be 
the total deliverance of many myriads of 
the human race from ſin and death, and 
their final eſtabliſhment in a ſtate of per- 
fect virtue and of immortal felicity and 
glory. It cannot be conteſted, that theſe 
doctrines favour and encourage the e 


rit 8 W _ ar tenant 6 
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Ax, when(p e attend to che preceptive 
and ſentimental parts. of the goſpel, we; 
| find, that the ſpirit of love breathes in 
all of chem: That the precepts of Chriſtia- 
nity tend to reſtrain, and ſuppreſs all the, 
— og and to promote che 
le im noone kind and 


That Chriſtina) morality Aude at the 
mente ſtands in direct men en to 
hole ſtrain of the doctrine of its great 
Author and his apoſtles, as wellas from the 
ſhining bare eee ee 02 e : 


* ee ae Ws ſuppreſſiag 3 
guiſhing the felfſh and, worldly ſpirit, and. 
the whole malignant tribe of paſſions 
which ſpring from it, but tends to cheriſh. 
and-invigorate all the benign and friendly 
diſpoſitions, is evident beyond all doubt 
| Froan! 283 * * view of the New” 

kai 0 Teſtament, 7 


* 


Teſtament. To be Mr the'particu- 


lars on this Ker, would be to tran- 
ſeribe a great part of the morality of the 
goſpel. Let it ſuſſice to ſelect a few paf. 
ſages. By this,” ſays our Saviour} all 
UN ſhall know that you are my a 
_ © ples; if you love one another.“ An 
eee aſiſts upon a forks 
| ras indiſpenſably neceſſary in 
N to ouracceptance with God; Matth. 
vi. 14. For if you forgive men their 
treſpaſſes, your heavenly Father will als . 
o forgive you: But if you forgive not 
emen their! treſpaſſes, neither will your 
 $theaventy Father forgive you.“ Ho- 
perfectly he exemplified this tublime pre- 
cept in the courſe of his own life, and at 
che concluſion of it: is well known — 
one who has read the ge y 
apoſtles of our Lord inculcate 


| a 
kind of precepts with the greateſt warmth 
and earneſtneſs: Ef h. 154031. wy ee 
c all bitterneſs, wrath; ang glamour; 
% and \evil-ſpeaking; be — 1 a5 
eee you, with all malice; a 
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© kind one to another, even anden | 
© Chriſt's lake hath forgiven yo. 
FR TRER, The points of light wich 
Chriſtianity places our fellow- men, are 
ſuch as are ſuited to affect us in the moſt. 
powerful and tender manner. We are all; 
whether high or low, rich or poor, learn- 
ed or unlearned; equally the children of 
the ſame great family, and equally under 
the protection, and at the diſpoſal of th 
Almighty and All-wiſe Providence of the 
ſame great Parent of all. We are all fel- 
low · travellers through this ſtate of pilgri- 
mage, in wllich we are all expoſed to the 
— dangers, and diſtreſſes. We 
have all the like imperfections and infir- 
mities, equally liable to fail in our duty 
| to one another, and therefore equally 
ſtanding inneedof forgiveneſs at one an- 
others hands. We are all equally labour- 
ing in the ſame ſtate of darkneſs and cor- 
ruption, of guilt and mortality. And we 
are all equally dependent for our hopes of. 
deliverance from theſe great evils, on the 
— 5 ; 125 41 PI 2 | 2040 ver c 13 Wes FA Ay + . ſame 
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es in the following pathetic 
I did deſpiſe t the cauſe of my man-ſer- 
_ + Fant, or maid - ſervant, when they con⸗ 


hen God riſeth up? And when he vi- 
fteth, what ſhall T anſwer!? Did not he 
T7 thar ma eme in the womb make him? 

4 And d did not one faſhion us in "ou | 


is os Job xxxi; 13. 14; 15. 
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ame Ereat friend and, Saviour of the 8865 
man race, Jeſus the Son of God. 


FT RESE views of our brethren Sa man- 


kind are certainly fitted to bring down 


the moſt lofty looks, and to convince the 
proudeſt of the ſons. of men, that, not- 


Withſtanding all the diſtinctions and: pre- 
eminences on which they value themſelves, 


they are, in reality, on a level in he: moſt 


op nere with the pooreſt; | 


fluence of ſuch. views, will feel ſuch hu- 
them as the antient eaſtern author expre£. 
vords: Uf 


<terded with me, What then ſhall I do 


IX i is our great can in the Chri- 
ſtian 8 


20-3 

ſtan world, that the ſaered writings As 
bound with ſuch ſublime precepts, and 
ſuch tender ſentiments as have been men- 
tioned, But let us take care, leſt, through 
our familiarity with them, we loſe the juſt 
ſenſe of their excellence and importance. 
Let us always remember, that, whatever 
our notions about theſe precepts and ſen- 
timents of tHe goſpel may be, they are 
ſurely divine inſtructions, and worthy to 
| ſerve for leſſons to the whole race of man- 
-kind. They are leſſons that bear the molt 
ſtriking characters of that tenderneſs of 
heart, that elevation of mind, that total 
ſuperiority to all ſelfiſh and worldly paſ- 
ſions, which diſtinguiſhed the divine Au- : 
thor. of our religion; and they are the 
moſt . convincing proofs, that humanity 

and love, 3 in the higheſt ee is the 
genius of ae . 5 1 


As was s propoſed, in the 3 . 
let us allow our thoughts to dwell a little 
on the excellencies of the ſpirit of love, 
1. Then, love is. the moſt amiable and 


the moſt beautiful of all objecks of con- 
F | templation. 


( 42 ] 
templation. Goodneſs, genuine good- 
neſs, where-ever it appears, charms the 
heart of man. The native indications of 
it in the features, the looks, the tone of 
the voice, or geſtures of the body, ſtrike 
every beholder with pleaſure. The beau- 
ty, ef] pecially of kind and humane, of cha- 
Titable and generous deeds, has ever been 
felt and acknowledged by all mankind. 
In a word, all the various emanations of 
a kind and benign heart, in looks, in 
voice, in words, in attitudes, or actions, 
are pleaſing to the view of every obſerver. 
And hence it is, that the ſpirit of love, 
operating and difplaying itſelf in the cha- 

racters and manners of mankind, gives - 
them their chief beauty and excellence. 
Where this is wanting, that artificial po- 
Titeneſs, which is in ſo high eſtimation a- 

mong the higher ranks of mankind, gives 

an apparent rather than a real grace and 
5 amiableneſs to their manners. That po- 
 liceneſs which flows from real affection : 
and humility will ever be N to 
be the moſt genuine, | It e in- 


6: 404 5, 
deed, want ſome of ache exterior graces. 
which ariſe from elegant attitudes and 
motions of the body, or from certain 
proprieties of voice and language. But 
as the eſſential part of politeneſs conſiſts 
in attending to theſe things which may 
pleaſe or be agreeable, as far as is con- 
ſiſtent with truth and integrity, in avoid- 
ing, either in words or in actions, what 
may hurt or offend, and in laying aſide 
frivolous. officiouſneſs and ſtudied forma- 
lity, unfeigned goodwill and affection 
will engage to a more uniform and effec- 
tual practice of theſe things than any ar- 
_ tificial rules and habits can poſhbly do. | 
Ix muſt indeed be owned, that confi- 
_ dering how ill affected men are frequent - 
ly to one another, they would be inſup- 
portable to each other without a portion 
of that diſſimulation, which is a conſider- 
able ingredient in the faſhionable polite- 
neſs of the world. If men were to ſhew, 
without diſguiſe, that envy or contempt, 
that averſion or malice, which, alas! 
| my too frequently haye-i in their hearts, 
tn e 9 7 
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they could not poſſibly. bear with one 
another. It ſerves indeed, to maintain 
the peace and decency of ſociety, that 
they mutually act a part, though far 
from the moſt ſincere one. But, ſur . 
ly, if men would, in good earneſt, apply 
themſelves to the exerciſe of that mutual 
love which Chriſtianity enjoins, there 
would be little occaſion for that habitual. | 
infincerity i in artificial profe IC 
will and humility, which make up 5 
great a part of what is called good man- 
ners or good breeding. If love, with 
out diſſimulation, really warmed our 
hearts, it would beautify our manners 
more effectually than all artificial wg 
without: it can poſſibly do. 
"FURTHER, in the ſecond e che ex; 
cellency of the principle of love will ap- 
pear, if we conſider that it is not only a 
moſt amiable, but alſo a moſt powerful 


one. And, indeed, its power is ſo great | 


| that it is difficult to | enumerate or de- 
ſcribe all its mighty effects. It is an 

eſtabliſhed maxim, * love begets love; 

and - 


We. aß wur harte, lafe our en 


by univerſal experience. If We ſhow 
Hearty good -will and affection to thoſe 
with whom we converſe, or with whom 
we have any intercourſe, we can ſcarce 
fail to receive the proper returns of goods 
will and kind diſpoſitions on their part. 
Love without diſſimulation conquers eve 
ry heart. Its empire is in a manner 
ruling principle of any character, it will 


gain the hearts and applauſes of thous 
ions of mankind, who, 


_ ſands, nay of mil 
| wet a abe © perſon, n nor WATER ever with» 
phy: power: | of aeg not n 
in winning the hearts of all men, when 


there is no reſiſtence to be overcome a- 
K, Or any of 
the malevolent paſſions, but it appears 


riſing from envy, reſentmer 


more conſpicuouſly in triumphing over 
ill-will, - : reſentment, and malice: of the 
moſt confirmed and inveterate kind: 
For, if we really, and from whe bottom 


15 | 1 


— 


- 
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Saviour direQs); ; « if we bleſs them that 


curſe us; if we do good to them that 


© hate 1 us; and if we pray for them that 


KC K uſe us and perſecute us, we 


* will gradually ſoften and melt their 
« hearts.” If we uniformly perſevere in 


returning good for evil, the beſt offices 
for the worſt, there is ſcarce any human 
creature ſo hardened and obſtinate as not 


to be mollified and even reconciled at laſt. 
There is only one exception to this: 


When the good man's meaſures of con- 


duct and courſe of action continue to o 
| - Poſe and thwart the worldly intereſts — 
ambitious views of his ad verſaries; in 
that caſe, the moſt e exerciſe of the 


2 and moſt perfect goodneſs will have 


no effect. This was the ſtate of things 
betwixt our bleſſed Saviour and the rulers 


of the Jewiſh nation, and was the cauſe 


_ that his inimitable and unconquerable 


3 had no influence” upon them. 


But when this is not the eaſe, an uniform 
courſe of kindneſs and good offices, which 
2 demonſtration "Hong with them, 


chat 


_ »* 
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that there are no remains of reſentment 
at bottom, or no other wrong principle 


Y 


: operating within, will ſooner or later 
produce their effec, and ne n and = 


| eſteem. | 


W may Heb add, as — 4 
of the mighty power of love, that when 
any one is called to the delicate and dif- 2 
ficult office of admoniſhing and repro- 


ving others for their follies and vices, 


nothing but the workings of real affec- 
tion appearing to the full conviction of 


the guilty perſon himſelf, that can recon- 
cile his mind to the reprover, and give 


real energy and efneaey to what he ſays. 
The power of love, in ſuch caſes, far 


ſurpaſſes the power of the fineſt elo- 


quence. When love manifeſtly dictates 
| , 8 * 
the reproof, it will draw tears from 


the eyes of the ' profligate and aban- 
doned, and even of the hardened in vice 
and- profligacy, and make him con- 


_ ceive à higher degree of affection and 
eſteem for the friendly adviſer than ever 
he had before : And ſometimes the ſuc- 
n 


*. 
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| 
1 
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el execution of an alfice. of this kind 


proves the commencement of a friend- 


It that laſts through life. 
Ws may ſtill add upon this head, = 


1 fs Toe which inſpires. the ſoul with 


generous and noble deſigns, and with 
that reſolution and fortitude which is 
neceſſary to execute them. Theſe heroic 


actions which are recorded in hiſtory, and 
which we. read with admiration, have, 5 


for the moſt part, been the effects of the 
love of one's country, of particular friend- : 


ſhip, or of an ardent zeal for ſome im- 


portant intereſts of mankind. . Thus by 


roiſm, the trueſt heroiſm, derives its chi 
excellence . * oe the . 1 r 


| . I | 


. 7 ae. power 1 — 5 
Giplays itſelf in uniting! and binding 
mankind together. A renowned lead- 
er in ſcience or in arts, a ſuperior of 
diſtinguiſhed virtues and talents in any 
important department in ſociety, produ- 


ces a wonderful union and harmony a- 


« 1 
88 
; 2 
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warm attachment; for inſtainks; 'of all lol 
D diers to a favourite general, or of all the | 

ſubjects to a beloved prince, what good- 
will, what unanimity of views does it 
produce among the ſoldiers or ſubjects 


Hor does it make chem forget their little 


animoſities, and interfering intereſts, and 
join heart and hand 3 in the ſervice of him 
who is the common object of cheir affec- 
tion? In a word, love is that inviſible, 
but mighty chain, which links mankind. 
together in a thouſand ways. And it is 
by theſe aſſociations, that their perſonal 
intereſts, and the intereſt of the public 
are frequently Feen * the moſt * 
tual way. * 
To all which we may add; r this 
(nba of love {hall at laſt demon aſtrate | 
the whole extent of its power; by uniting 
the whole virtuous and holy part of man- 
kind into one happy aud glorious focie- 
ty, under the one great Mediator and head 
£20 Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, | And as he is 
the * ** of che invi6ble God, it 
"8 6 , - hal 
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Toage 1d” 
_thall FINES him. unite them all to ho 
great Parent of the univerſe. And thus 
love ſhall be the eternal and indiſſolvable 
bond of union to dhe whole n 
empire of Jehovah. : 

THE third and laft . of . ex- 
cellency of the ſpirit of love is, its being 
the ſource of joy and happineſs. This 
is a point that needs no laboured illuſtra- ; 
_tion or proof. We need only appeal to 
every one's feeling, that love is the tem- 
per, nay the very eſſence of happi- 
neſs. Every. ſentiment of the human 


breaſt, in ſo far as it partakes of benig 
nity, it is happineſs ; and, in ſo far as it 
partakes of malignity, it is miſery. If 


we had our choice in the manner of ma- 
king ourſelves happy, we could not 
fix upon any thing more effectual, 
than to have our hearts overflowing 
with the. warmeſt affection to every hu- 
man creature, / without the leaſt tinc- 
ture of any. malevolent or diſquieting paſ- Z 
ſions. The only thing further wanting to 


complr our n ve: be the aſ- 
 ſurance | 


% 


tal 


ſurance of the favour of God to > ore: 
and perpetuate it. * Let us ſuppoſe this 
attained, and then try, if we can even i- 
enen a more happy ſtate than that of 
a man © who dwells in love, who is ſa- 
|  tisfied with his lot in life, and who rejoi- 
ces in the divine adminiſtration, In ſuck” 
a ſtate, ſurely, the mind muſt be open to 
reliſh, with the fulleſt pleaſure, all the en- 
joyments of life. And it muſt alſo be 
in the beſt diſpoſition to do good, and 
to relieve the neceſſities, to ſympathiſe 
with the ſorrows, and to are in the j ny. 
of albmankad> 55.0 1 
TxEs E are the natural and NEED s 
of the ſpirit of love: Wherever it prevails, 
it renders the poſſeſſors nr . 
and happy. | 
To conclude, let us not t ſatinfy our- 
c Altes with admiring and praiſing the ex- 
cellency of this ſpirit; but let us be ſoli- 
citous to tranſplant it into our hearts, 
and to exhibit the bleſſed effects of it in 
our lives. Let it ever be our aſſiduous care 
eee 2 5 9% 2 1 


K 
to check the firſt riſings of all the ales 


volent Paſſions, and to cheriſh the firſt 
motions of the benign affections. Let 


us habitually lift up our ſouls in ear- 


neit prayers to Almighty God, that he 


may kindle in our hearts the ſacred flame 
of love to himſelf and to mankind, and 
that he may heighten and increaſe it by 
* e ee of his Holy Spi- 


In all the intercourſes of 


1. us embrace every opportunity thus . 


ek opportunities of 
crciing . oi flea + 


And let us be equally careful to extin- 
guiſh the beginnings of animoſity and ha- 
tred, and to ſpread love and friendſhip a- 
mong all thoſe to whom our influence 
can any how reach. For, if we ſet our» 
ſelves in earneſt to do ſo, we may be aſ- 
ſured the kind diſgoſitions will gather 
5 ſtrength, and will grow up till they gain 
che aſcendency in our ſouls. And er 
the dominion of thoſe gentle maſters, we 
| ſhall be amiable in the eyes of men, we 


ſhall be acceptable in the Gght of God, 
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we ſhall be happy in our ſelves ; we ſhall BE 
be uſeful in the world; and at our depar= - 


* ture hence, we ſhall be fit to be tranſlated 


into, thoſe bliſsful regions of the new 


heaven, and of the new earth, where peace, 


and harmony, love and friendſhip, ſhall 
have their everlaſting abode. 


Wen now 'proceede to offer a few obſerya- 


tions on the third aſſertion 1 in the text, viz. 
That Chriſtianity i is the TREK." of a e | 


mind . 
IN entering upon this part of the ſub- 


jea let it be obſerved, in order to prevent 
| miſtakes, that two things ſeem principal- ; 
ly to be comprehended! under the notion of 


ſoundneſs of mind; 1/, That the mind is 
ſettled in ſuch a ſtate of freedom from 


the perturbation and darkening influence | 


| of all irregular paſſions, that it is ina 


capacity to judge fairly and juſtly of 


- things according to truth and nature; 
: and; ED That it can OP; with ſted- 


F 


S 
N faſtneſs 
= What fallows Was not © blind _ want of time, 


but is now * that the * might pat be iet 


Fg 


* 


faſtneſs to theſe right judgments, even in 


the moſt trying ſcenes of life. It will 
farely be admitted, that it is not the 
meaning of the aſſertion in the text, that 
Chriſtianity gives us better natural pow- 
ers than we would have had without it 3 
but only that it aſſiſts us in the free; and 
genuine uſe of thoſe powers, in whatever 


degree we are poſſeſſed of them. 


Now, that the ſpirit of chriſtianity has 
a natural tendency to preſerve ſoundneſs 


of mind, and to lead to wiſdom in the 
conduct of life, will appear from the a. 8 
lowing obſervationns. Q 


: Firft, That it is one principal end hn in- 


tention of Chriſtianity to eſtabliſh ſuch ra- 
tional and ſolid principles of religion, as if. 


followed out, would prevent or correct all ; 


ſuch ſuperſtitious and enthuſiaſtic notions. | 


as tend to relax the obligations of mora- 1 | 


| lity, and to ſubſtitute ſomething elſe 


in their ſtead. The conceptions which 
the religion of Jeſus gives us of the nature 


and perfections of God, as a Spirit poſ- 
ſeſſed of all moral excellencies, lead us to 


conceive, | that the practice of theſe. moral . 


virtues 


| I [ 55 ] . 
virtues which makes us reſemble him, is 
abſolutely indiſpenſable. Our holy reli- 
gion not only enjoins us, in general terms, 
to be followers of God as dear children; 
to be holy, as God is holy; perfect, as 
our heavenly Father is perfe@:” But it 
aſſures us in the moſt expreſs and ſolemn 
terms, that the acceptance and favour of 
God cannot be obtained by rites and ce- 
remonies, or any thing whatſoever, with- 

out holineſs of heart and life: That 
« without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the 
Lord, is one of its fundamental prin- 
ciples; and it is ſolemnly declared to be 
the grand and ultimate end of the whole 
diſpenſation of the goſpel, to purify 
« mens hearts, and make them zealous 
for good works. Our bleſſed Saviour 
ſtood forth, through his whole life, an un- 
daunted champion for pure and undefi-- 
led religion, for the weightier matters of 
the law, judgment, mercy and faith, in 
direct oppoſition to the ſuperſtitious, en- 
thuſiaſtic, and corrupt opinions of his bi- 
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port of this glorious cauſe that he ſuffer- 


ed even to the death. Whoever reads the 


goſpels with any degree of attention, muſt 
be convinced that he laboured. through his 


whole life, with the warmeſt and moſt. 
— to root out all ſuper- 
5 | . ni | of: every kind, and to 


plant in their ſtead the grand pri naple 
of true religion, That there can be no ac- 
_ ceptance with God, no evidence of a title 
to future felicity, without a life of good 


or ſubſtitutes any thing whatſoever in- 
3 of real holineſs, muſt either be groſs 


— e it to an "aſt ee. 

ow, it is s e, K 
chis one momentous and capital princ iple 
"rt Ger religion, That, without holineſs, 


„no man ſhall ſee the Lord,“ were firm 


up eſtabliſhed in the minds of men, it 
would ve. W- * influence on the 
Whole 


proceedinę from a good heart: 
— rn imagines that Chriſti- 
encourages or promotes ſuperſtition, 


ly ignorant of what it is, or mauſt *be 
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b whole PEER 1 their opinions, and on 
the whole conduct of their lives. This 
ſingle principle operating with its full 
power, and to its whole extent, would 
root out multitudes of fooliſh, triffing, 


and pernicious. opinions; it would correct 
innumerable weakneſſes and follies, and 
would be a chief mean of ſtrengthening 
and perfecting human reaſon itſelf. The 


eſſects of it on life would be no leſs ſignal; 
it would fix men at once in a right choice 
as to the great ends of life, and as to the 
means of accompliſhing them: No ends 
could be propoſed, or means employed, 
but ſuch as the ſtricteſt virtue and pureſt 
religion would approve and recommend. 


The ſpirit of the goſpel is therefore fa · 


vourable in a very remarkable manner to 
ſoundneſs of 1 and wiſdom of con- 5 
duct. 1 | 


AGAIN, cakes be 5 aſl Wh in RY 


cond place, that the ſpirit of Chriſtianity 
has a powerful tendency to mortify and 
. all thoſe irregular ner Which 


as on N 


: * 
LO 


prove the chief hindrances to > the beſt : 
exerciſe of our rational powers. | 
EvERT one who has given the leaft 
attention to human life, muſt have obſer- 
ved, that the taſte for the afMuence and 
Tiches, for the power and dignity, and 
for the ſplendid accommodations and ele- 
gancies of life, riſes frequently to ſuch 
an immoderate height, that it makes men : 
loſe ſight of the true dignity of human 
nature, and engages them in the purſuit 
of theſe periſhing objects, with as great 
ardor as if the poſſeſſion and enjoyment 
of them conſtituted their chief happineſs 
and glory: That vehement paſſions of this 
kind darken mens underſtandings, enfee- 
ble their moral ſentiments, and lead them 
to form a thouſand falſe judgments and 
wrong eſtimates concerning the real worth 
of things, is abundantly evident from dai- 
ly experience and obſervation. And when 
theſe worldly paſſions gain an aſcendency 
in the minds of ſuch men as are at the 
ſame time under the full dominion of ſelf- 
love, of pride and ambition, they not on- 


ty 


1 „ . 


PO diſturb and blind their 3 f 
but, if chey happen to meet with unexpect- 
ed and ſevere diſappointments and mor- 
tifications, they ſometimes riſe to ſuch a 
height of violence as terminates in total 
diſtraction and madneſs in all its moſt 
foightfub rm! Hays ce 
Ix ſpirit of Chriſtianiry i is FO min 
natural and effectual remedy againſt the 
exceſſes of all ſuch paſſions. For it is ma- 


hꝛiůteſtly the deſign of this divine inſtitu - 


tion, to raiſe the minds of men to a ſtrong 
and commanding ſenſe of the excellence 
of virtue in itſelf, and to a lively faith of 
the glorious rewards awaiting it in a fu- 


ture ſtate. It is a fundamental maxim of 


the morality of the goſpel, That the chief 
happineſs and chief glory of human na- 
ture lies in the virtuous endowments and 
diſpoſitions of the heart, and not in world- 
ly poſſeſſions or enjoyments of any kind. 
Whoever therefore has imbibed the ſpirit 
of this religion, will have his ſupreme 
affections ſet on the things which are a- 
* on * and eternal : 

The 
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 xrve happineſs of life, will be fol 


T1 


The effect of: which mi aſt necedh arily be, 
that the love of inferior and earthly ob- 


8 jects will abate and ceaſe to maintain the 


empire in his ſoul:“ We cannot ſerve two 


maſters: We cannot ſerve God and 


1 Mammon.“ In ſo far, therefore, as 
men are really under the influence of 
Chriſtian principles, thoſe irregular pal: 
ſions which darken their und dings, 
which weaken their morkd powers, adi; 5 


capacitate them for forming right judg- 


ts with regard to the true ends and 


ed and : 
mortified. And when the obſtructions 
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from theſe paſſions are removed, the no- 


bler faculties of the mind will exert he 


| ſelves with vigour, and govern che life ac- 
e to the dictates « of WM and 1 


1 18 7 Es r # ” 
n N effects of che ſpinie of = : 


a ing all the paſſions with- 


as goſpel, in 


in ſuch bounds as not to ſtop or diſturb 7 
the proper exerciſeof the finer powers, max 
have been of unſpeal 


able benefit to the 
human race in former ages, and may con- 


-ngne 
. . 3 
5 > 


_ Chriſtianity ſhould more and more 
vail, as there is good ground to hope, theſe 


. feared, that many perſons in C 
countries make ſo little nn o&f 
their ſpiritual advantages, that they ſuf- 
fer their pride, their ambition, their re- 
. venge and worldly luſts to hurry them 
on do the ſame heights of madneſs, as if 
hey had never heard of the Chriſtian re- 


ligion. When, indeed, that moſt deplo- 
_ Fable ſtate of human nature, total phrenſy, 
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tine to be ſo, till the ee tab of 
all things. The minds of thouſands may 


Have been eſtabliſhed in ſuch a Nate of 
moderation and ſelf-government, as has 
prevented their paſſions from riſing to uch 


hurtful or ſuch fatal exceſſes, as their na- 
tural degree of ſtrength might have occa- 


ſioned, if they had not been mellowed and 


ſubdued, by the ſacred and powerful in- 
fluence of the goſpel: And if che _— of 
z0re pre- 


bleſſed effects will alſo more and niere 
increaſe, At the ſame time it is to be 


takes its riſe from ſome ſtrange diſorders 
8 Ls the en ira ne, witkeut any ai 


from ungovernable paſſions, Chriſtianity 


can have no influence to prevent or cure 
It, at leaſt, in any other way than as it 
enjoins us « to mortify the fleſh, to bring 
by. body under, and keep it in —_— 


6 * tion.” 
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Alf love and pride have a great influence 


in raiſing the worldly paſſions to an in 


derate height. It is worthy of eee | 
attention, that the ſpirit of Chriſtianity in- 


terpoſes 1 its friendly aid here alſo, by form- 
ing men to ſober and lowly thoughts of 
themſelves. The maxims and precepts 


of the | goſpel ſhow ſufficiently, that huy 


mility is an important and eſſential par 
of the Chxiſtian diſpoſition. Thus the 
apoſtle exhorts, Rom. xii. 13. I ſay un- 
60 to every man that 1 18 among you, not 


5 to think of himſelf more highly than 


* he ought to think, hut to think ſober- 


« ly,” This ſobriety of mind, though 
perhaps it cannot be reckoned a diſtin& 
Ea from all others, yet it is a diſtin- ' 
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5 ET is the beſt ground-work on which the 
; ſuperſtructure of a virtuous character can 

be raiſed, Mark the perſon that is void 


of this ſober ſenſe of himſelf, and you 
muſt be very undiſcerning in characters, 


if you do not perceive in. bim many for 


\bles at leaſt, if not many vices. The 
chief ingredients of this ſobriety of mind 
are theſe two, One and equity of dif b 
2 | 
THOSE ho retain an | habitual wake 
5 of their conſtant dependence on divine 
providence; of their utter inſufficiency for 
their own happineſs ; of their manifold 
im perfections, and of their accountable- 
neſs to God for their whole behaviour, 
cannot be high minded. Such perſons. 
will not diſcover a propenſity to compare 
themſelves only with thoſe who are their 
inferiors in natural powers, acquired ac- 


compliſhments, and moral attainments, 


that they may feed their vanity with their 
on real or fancied ſuperiority. They 
will rather be diſpoſed to compare them 
ſelves with thoſe who are their ſuperiors 

1 


1%1 


- 


| fied with this, they will chuſe to meaſure 


their attainments by that ſtandard of mo- 
ral perfection which is Planted in their 5 


own boſoms, and which 1 clearly diſ 


played i in the purity and perfection of the 
divine law. Theſe comparative views 


will ſoon make them ſenſible how little 


cauſe they have for indulging themſelves 


in vain, ſelf . complacent, and ſelf-impor- 
tant imaginations. On the contrary, theſe 
ſober views of things will inſpire them 


with ſentiments of genuine humility; in- 
ſtead of entertaining ſelf-magnifying 15 


thoughts, they will feel pious regret ug 


on the account of their being ſtill ſo far 


mort of the ſtandard of moral excellence, 


and they will feel the deepeſt ſorrow when 
they reflect on thoſe "RING. 80 
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3 4 and, nhder theſe RB views, 
they will earneſtly implore the mercy and 


torgiveneſs of God in Jeſus Chriſt „through 


hom * hope to receive 1 atonement. 


SB, 


Da 4 


in all theſe reſpects ; and, not even ſatis- | 


er 


Ir muſt be obvious to every, one, on 
the leaſt reflection, that the humble ſtate 
of mind juſt now deſeribed will be a per⸗ 
3 petual reſtraint on theſe boilings of re- 
ſentment, theſe bange of pride and am. 
about wy Nh which firangely 
blind the underſtanding, and gccafion | 
the groſſeſt departures from rational | 
| judgments. and: wiſe. conduct. | Again, | 
equity and fairneſs, of mind is alſo 4 
great ſecurity againſt wrong judgments 
and wrong conduct in the affairs of life. 
Obſerve a man under the dominion of ſelf- — 
love, ſlf-will, and ſelf-intereſt, and you 
will ſee him form judgments ſo manifeſt- 
ly and reproachfully partial as muſt 4. 
| ſtoniſn every impartial ſpectator. On 5 
the other hand, obſerye a man of a fair 
ad equitable diſpoſition, and you all 5 
ſee him give judgment with readineſs and 
3 alacrity againſt his. own intereſt, when | 
juſtice or equity requires it. In the lan- a 
1 of ſacred writ, © He ſweareth' to bis 1 

- Own hurt, and changeth: not. That hu 
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ö mility 40 equity are Founding vic- 
tues in the Chriſtian ſcheme of morality, 
2 will not be called in queſtion. The ſpirit 


of Chriſtianity, therefore, muſt be acknow- 
f ledged. to be Londuts0C. in a remarkable 
: manner, to ſoundneſs of mind and to im- 


2 E 2 
" - ; Dat = 
* „ 2 2 * . * 3 POS! 3 


We {hall only add, in the third place, 


Tux real C Chriſtian is not lg deliver- 


2 — from the tumult of impetuous paſſions, 1 
ö but hei 15 ſolaced with proſpects and hopes 
of the moſt comfortable and peaceful 
8 kind. In this ſtate of tranquillity and 

IL peace, be has the full command of all his 

| faculties, and can exerciſe them to the 

4 beſt. Purpoſes! ald in the beſt manner 


* 


| Every, one's own. experience aſſures him, 
. that whatever diſturbs his mind *datkens 5 


and enfeebles FR and, on the contrary, 
whatever compo c les . mind, brightens 
and 
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5 
chat the ſpirit of Chriſtianity produces a 
pleaſing compoſure and ſerenity of ſoul, 
which has the moſt friendly influence on 
5 che beſt exerciſe of our e Freun 5 


i ties, 


* 
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and invigorates it. Every one's obſerva- 
tion e on hinaſelf « or empty alſo — 


ſound Ae bs wiſe Sufbotls! can ; 
not dwell amidſt hurry and confuſion | 5 
and that they ure only to be found in the 


Habitations of order, quietneſs, and peace. 
As the eye, in a ſerene and unclouded 
xy, ſees every object within its reach 


in the moſt diſtinct manner; ſo the mind 
ſees every thing clearly when it is free from 


| the perturbations « of paſſion, and the dif- 
; quietudes of care and anxiety. Thus it 


appears, that the ſpirit of Chriſtianity" is 


conducive, in a variety of ways, to ſound- 
neſs of mind and wiſdom of conduct. 


WAT an admirable thing then is the : 


0 religion. of Jeſus, which, while 1 it „makes 


* us wiſe unto ſalvation, makes us allo 


ye wiſe as to this world, o far as our 88 | 
"tural Faculties are capable? „„ 


ALL that has been ſaid of the LOR 
lency of the ſpirit of the. goſpel. has been 


2 confined to the three ingredients of it 


mentioned in the text. But 11 we were 
„ Ii 4 7 3 285 e - | x to : 


4 


to iir the Fenn in its 5 Full 
i extent, as comprehending piety, Purity, 
equity, humility, and the Whole train 
of Chriſtian | , Virtues, many new, and 
firiki excellencies would riſe up to our 
view. And if wwe were to add to the di- 
vine morality, of the. goſpel a delineation 


of its peculiar doctrines, and of their ex- 
cellence and e to the wants and 
exigencies of mankind in their preſent 5 
ſtate, jve. would clearly diſcern that it 
Was juſtly proclaimed by! che angel at our | 
nt s: birth, to be 5 glad tidings of 
great joy which ſhall be to all people,” 
Ir we were, for inſtance, to thew tha 
the g goſpel, is light to thoſe who were 
| fitting ; n darkneſs; that; it is pardon! to the 2 
guilty ; ; that it 3s the power of the Spirit of 
God to purify and ſanRify | thoſe who | 
groan under corruption and a body « of ſin ; ; 
| and that it gives the allured | roſpect of a an 
immortal life ; in a "glorious reſurreQion- 
ſtate to | thoſe who, through fear of death, 5 
would be all their life . to N 
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I ay. if we were to paint chriſtiasiey in 
theſe intereſting lights, we would clearly | 
ſee that it is, in all reſpects, bor worthy of 

* all acceptation z and that it is the on- 
* ſource of conſolation to the heart of 
man, that can never fail him 3 in any cir- 
cumſtances or ſituation of life, or at the 
. approaches of death and diſſolution it- 
; To which we may ſtill add, that N we 
were to compare the gol] pel, both as to 
nts doarines and as to its morals,' with 
the moſt admired ſchemes of antient Hea- 
"then moraliſts, its ſuperior excellence, in 
| both reſpects, would appear in the moſt 
convincing light. But as there is not 
room for treating theſe important topics 
in one diſcourſe, we ſhall conclude with'a 
few brief ere on vn 18 RES. i been - 
Haid, e eee 
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. Ts, if the get" has a il 
tendency | to form men to the n oft amit- 
able, the moſt excellent, f and x moſt uſe- S 
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| 1 diſpoſitions, it muſt be total inatten- ; 


dan 


1 tion, want of . or want of 
3 ttcjſte for excellence even of the higheſt 
1 4 order, that can make any one inſenſible 
a of 1 its worth and excellence. To which 
| we may add, that thoſe who employ their 
time and talents to depretiate this excel- 
lent and uſeful inſtitution, and to bring 
5 it into contempt, cannot be deemed true 
| friends to mankind and to the moſt i im- 
portant intereſts of human ſociety. 
2. Ir the goſpel is really fo excellent, | 
| and ſo uſeful, as has been aid, let us be- 
Ware of entertaining prejudices againſt it, 
Let none deceive themſelves with an \opi- 
nion, that prejudices are harmleſs hd in- 
nocent. or at leaſt, that they cannot be 
criminal in any conſiderable degree. Let 
none imagine, that that liberty of thin. 
jag, which is the unalienable right 8 
2 mankind, intitles them to think and to 
1 believe as chey pleaſe, and whatever they 
pleaſe, On the contrary, every one of us 
oF 5 to reflect with the utmoſt ſerĩouſ- 
4 neſs on the ſacred obligations we are under 
t * our 9 5 


— 
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5 et Nothing can be more equitable, 
ions have ſhut their eyes againſt the light 
= . would have directed their ſteps, 


/ in the ſratel of ent] and to n = 
| cording to the evidence which God hath . 
laid before us. It is true, that we are not Tl 
| accountable to any human juriſdiction for 

our thoughts, and the uſe and improve- 
ment wemakeof our utiderſtandings; But, 


at the ſame time, it is equally true, thatwe 
are as really accountable to God for our 


% 


ways of thinking, as for our ways of act- 
ing. There will be a mighty difference 
found at the divine tribunal, betwixt li- 
berty of thinking and -lieentiouſneſs of 


| ini berwixt judgments formed from 

che juſt exerciſe of our rational powers, 
ord thoſe which have been formed under 

uence of worldly. and ſelfiſh paſ- 


orted their hearts, and led them in 


2 at th uf life ſhould ſuffer all the con- 4 
— 8 FR: of oe. 8 W 
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And as our Hearts are more and n 


due, prejudices will-vaniſh;-and 
in the divine mi 
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emnation of many, „ that, they. have 
« loved. darkneſs . rather than 1 "NE 


Z 10 cauſe their deeds have been evil.“ 


To conclude, let us make the various 


excellencies of the ſpirit of the goſpel 
the frequent and favourite ſubject of our 


moſt retired and ſerious meditation : And 
in theſe hours of retirement, let us lay our 
hearts fully open to theſe; impreſſions 
which the contem plation of its excellence 


will naturally make upon us. The minds 5 | 


of moſt men are ſuſceptible. of \ impref- 


hons from moral excellence. And when | 


We perceive, that a very high degree of . 


it; ſhines through the whole goſpel, we 
will be diſpoſed to hearken with, fairnefs v 


and impartiality... to the many other 


ſtriking Prpofs of its truth a 


divini = 


ſmitten with the love of truth and vir- (4 
ö on of Jeſus will hen 
dually confirmed, Still e are filled ** 
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